
This Newsletter is published by Fringe Theatre Adventures.
If you have any submissions for, or comments about, our newsletter, please contact 
Noree Claerhout at FTA@fringetheatre.ca; 780-448-9006 or send us some old 
fashioned mail at 10330 - 84 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T6E 2G9

Thank-you Edmonton!
Novelist George Sand said, “No one makes a 
revolution by himself; and there are some 
revolutions which humanity accomplishes 
without quite knowing how, because it is 
everybody who takes them in hand.” 
From August 13 – 23, 2009, more than 550,000 
local, national, and international visitors came 
together in Edmonton and brought about a 
revolution like no other at the 28th annual 
Edmonton International Fringe Theatre Festival.
Fringe Theatre Adventures wishes to thank 
everyone who mobilized to help Stage a Revolution 
and who continue to celebrate democratic, unjuried, 
uncensored, and accessible theatre: our sponsors and 
supporters for their generosity; over 1,400 volunteers; 
more than 700 talented performers who graced our 
stages; more than half a million audience members 
who watched over 1,200 indoor and outdoor perfor-
mances in 29 venues.
Join us again next summer for the the 29th Edmonton 
International Fringe Theatre Festival running from 
August 12 -22, 2010.
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The 2009/2010 TransAlta Family Theatre Series promises a diverse line-up offering education and entertain-
ment for the whole family.  The plays this season promote awareness about issues that concern us all, such as 
environmental stewardship, loyalty, cooperation and building self-esteem.

Project: Whooping Crane
November 27 - December 6
Kicking off the TransAlta Family Theatre Series, Calgary-based Green Fools Theatre presents Project: Whoop-
ing Crane, an ecological story of friendship, dedication, struggle and survival. Using puppets, masks 
and music the Green Fools tell the story of the Whooping Crane – a symbol for endangered species every-
where.

The Tortoise and the Hare
February 5 - February 14
The City of Storyland will be launching a satellite into outer space as part of the city’s new space program. 
Mayor Hogsworth has challenged two local development companies to invent the new fuel  system. But 
who will be ! rst to launch their new designs and catapult the satellite into the air? The small, family owned 
Tortoise Trades or the mega corporation HARE Industries Inc.? Written by Edmonton native Ellen Chorley, this 
revamped fairy tale is sure to entertain children and grown-ups alike.

King Arthur’s Kitchen
February 26 - March 7
King Arthur is celebrating his birthday with the Knights of the Round Table. The king’s hard working cook, the 
kitchen maid and new-on-the-job scullion are beside themselves with excitement and nerves preparing the 
banquet and especially the birthday cake. Amidst the hustle and bustle of Camelot’s basement kitchen the 
cook regales his bedraggled staff with stories and songs of how young Arthur became king. From Axis Theatre 
Company in Vancouver comes King Arthur’s Kitchen, a fanciful adventure back to Camelot.

All performances take place in the Westbury Theatre at the Transalta Arts Barns (10330-84 Avenue)

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND SINGLE TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW! 
For more information visit 
www.fringetheatre.ca  

or contact the Fringe Theatre Adventures Box Of! ce at 

780-409-1910 

Family 
Theatre
Series
2009/2010
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October 22 - November 7, 2009
PCL Studio Theatre at the TransAlta Arts Barns 

(10330 - 84 Avenue)

Considered a brilliant 5-star scare-fest which earned 
top pick of the 2009 Edinburgh Fringe Festival, Vil -
lage Theatre’s The Bone House is directed by Courte-
nay Dobbie and stars Chris Fassbender, Kyle Horton 
and Tracey Power.

Performances run nightly October 22 – November 7 at 
8pm (excluding Sundays) with 

8pm & 10pm performances on Friday & Saturdays. 
Pay What You Can Monday’s & $10 Tuesdays

For more information or to purchase tickets 
visit 

www.fringetheatre.ca 
or by calling the Fringe Theatre Adventures 

box of" ce at 780.409.1910.

Within the four walls of Marty Chan’s, The Bone 
House, lecturer and self-proclaimed mind hunter 
Eugene Crowley tells the story of the notorious serial 
killer known only as the Midnight Cowboy. Through-
out his lecture, we are made to question the ‘celebrity’ 
of serial killers. We are reminded of the forgotten 
victims as well as the largely unknown captors. With 
the help of his assistant Jacob and a surviving witness 
of the killings, Eugene takes us into the mind of the 
Midnight Cowboy whose modus operandi is to com-
mit his murders in front of an audience. 

Saturday October 31, 2009 at the 
TransAlta Arts Barns (10330 – 84th Av-

enue) Doors open to the public at 10 p.m.  

Fringe Theatre Adventures Society presents The 1st 
Annual Fringe Fright Night: A Cool Killing .  This 
alternative halloween event promises a bone chilling 
experience, the likes of which only the Fringe can 
provide. Party-goers who dare to walk the hallway of 
horrors will " nd their way to a killer costume party 
complete with a DJ driven monster mash, cadavor-
ous cocktails and a ghoulish, but dandy, candy bar 
provided by Carol’s Quality Sweets.

Five local emerging theatre directors will design 
and implement their own interactive horror-" lled 
showcase in the dark and ominous hallways of the 
TransAlta Arts Barns.   Fringe Fright Night will 
incorporate the talents of  Edmonton’s young theatre 
professionals and local high school drama students 
allowing them to take their creative and technical 
abilities to frightening heights.  All proceeds of the 
event will go to support the Fringe and its efforts 
to present unique and thought-provoking theatre to 
Edmonton.

For more information or to purchase tickets 
visit 

www.fringetheatre.ca 
or by calling the Fringe Theatre Adventures 

box of" ce at 780.409.1910.

Fringe Fright Night: A Cool Killing , is presented 
by Fringe Theatre Adventures and TransAlta, Big 

Rock Brewery, The Edmonton Journal, 
Global Edmonton and

Carol’s Quality Sweets.
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The Fringe 
 Wants To
 Th ank You!    

The Numbers
•  The 28th Edmonton International Fringe Theatre 
Festival in 2009 saw record breaking attendance of                    
560,513 people on the festival site.  (This surpasses      
the previous attendance record set in 2008 of 503,638 
people.)
•  Over 1500 Volunteers (A new record) contributed 
over 15,922 hours of work during the 11 days of the 
festival 
•  21,015 Children visited our KidsFringe site during 
the 11 days (A new record)
•  741 Artists and performers from a total of 163 dif-
ferent companies were able to present their work
•  92 Local production companies, (within a 50km 
radius of Edmonton), took part in the 2009 festival
•  37 National production companies took part in the 
2009 festival
•  34 International production companies, from coun-
tries like South Korea, Iceland, The United States and 
Great Britain came to Edmonton for the 2009 festival
•  In addition to the 200 scheduled performances on 
our 2 outdoor stages, FTA supported 50 busking acts 
at 9 busking pitches throughout the Festival site
•  92,693 tickets were sold to over 1064 indoor theatre 
events
•  A record-breaking 60.9% of all available seats were 
used with 334 sold out performances
•  Over  4000 program guides were sold this year, 865 
of these were e-programs available on our website 
(new initiative). 
•  Number of smiles?...Countless

Fringe Theatre Adventures would like to thank everyone who mobilized to help Stage a Revolution and 
who continue to celebrate democratic, unjuried, uncensored, and accessible theatre: our sponsors and 
supporters for their generosity; over 1,500 volunteers; more than 700 talented performers who graced 
our stages; more than half a million audience members who watched over 1,200 indoor and outdoor per-
formances in 29 venues.  We could not have done it without your help!
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Gerald’s Trivia Corner
TRIVIA QUESTIONS COURTESY OF GERALD OSBORN, PLAY-

WRIGHT AND FRINGE HISTORIAN

  1.  At which Fringe Festival did the original pro-
duction of The Bone House have its blood-soaked 
premiere?
 a.  FrankenFringe Part 13 (1994)
 b.  Bride of FrankenFringe (1999)
 c.  Fringe Unhinged (1996)

2.  1993’s Rex the WonderFringe saw the premiere 
of a Marty Chan musical (songs by Andy Northrup).  
The title of this tuneful gem was Confessions of a 
_________.
 a.  Jelly Roll
 b.  Kelly Girl
 c.  Deli Boy

3.  Marty Chan’s Fringe offering in 1992 was the tale 
of a mild-mannered auditor who falls in love with a 
character in a B-movie, sort of Purple Rose of Cairo 
meets Plan 9 from Outer Space.  The title of this 
uproarious comedy was Something Dead and Evil 
Lurks in the Cemetery and It’s  ________.
 a.  My ferret
 b.  My Dad
 c.  My second cousin, Shlomo

4.  Which of the following plays did Marty Chan not 
write?
 a.  The Maltese Bodkin 
 b.  Dead Beat: A Zombie Musical
 c.  Polaroids of Don

Answers:  1.b, 2.c, 3.b, 4.a

For almost 30 years, The Edmonton International-
Fringe Theatre Festival and The Fringe Theatre Ad-
ventures Society has played an important role in the 
evolution of Canadian theatre. We are dedicated to the 
creation of theatre that challenges and celebrates the 
cultural fabric of our communities, with an emphasis 
on developing new and emerging artists, audiences 
and forums. The Fringe Theatre Adventures Society 
produces the Edmonton International Fringe Theatre 
Festival, presents The TransAlta Family Theatre Series 
of local and national programming and manages The 
TransAlta Arts Barns, a multi-use community arts 
complex. The ongoing operation of Fringe Theatre 
Adventures Society and the work that we do relies 
heavily on the generosity and support of our patrons, 
sponsors and funders.   

How Can You Help?

The Jester Legacy Wall
Comprised of more than 1,300 tiles, the Jester Legacy 
Wall is a vibrant and colorful mosaic of the Fringe 
Theatre Adventures Jester. Donors may select the size 
and location of their tile depending on the size of the 
gift. Their name, or the name of a friend or loved one, 
will be printed on that tile for permanent display as 
part of The Jester Wall. 

Angels of the Fringe
Our “Angels” donate to the annual operational needs 
of Fringe Theatre Adventures, including The Ed-
monton International Fringe Theatre Festival, The 
TransAlta Family Theatre Series, and the ongoing 
operations of The TransAlta Arts Barns.  Angels are 
acknowledged both in the TransAlta Arts Barns Lobby 
and in the Fringe Festival Program guide.

Volunteer
Not all gifts are monetary. Without the time and talents 
of our more than 1,000 volunteers Fringe Theatre Ad-
ventures simply would not exist.  Our board members, 
committee members, team leaders, festival volunteers 
and season volunteers all contribute greatly to our suc-
cess as an organization.  

For more information on how to get involved with 
the Fringe Theatre Adventures Society please 

contact:
Vince Gasparri, Director of Development for 

Fringe Theatre Adventures or 
Noree Claerhout, Resource Development Manager

for Fr inge Theatre Adventures 
Email:FTA@ fringetheatre.ca 

Phone: 780-448-9000

Fringe Theatre Adventures is a registered 
Canadian Charity (#11885 3506 RR0001)

Interest 
Investment 

Involvement

5



Thank you to all of our sponsors and funders

Calendar of Events

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 

Want MORE information about Fringe Theatre Adventures? 
Have suggestions for the newsletter, the season, the festival or in general?
Want to recieve this newsletter by e-mail or print?  
Contact us at any of the following with your questions: 
www.fringetheatreadventures.ca    780-448-9000    FTA@fringetheatre.ca
10330 - 84 Avenue Edmonton, AB T6E 2G9

October 2009
 
 October 17: TimeRaisers, TransAlta Arts Barns 
 October 22: The Bonehouse, PCL Studio (runs till November 7th)
 October 23: Untapped Alberta, presented by ATB and AMIA
 October 24: Alberta Society for Asian Popular Arts Halloween Dance
 October 31: Fringe Fright Night presents A Cool Killing, Halloween Party

November 2009
 November 1: HomeFest
 November 5-8: Night of Artists
 November 10: ACFA CD Release Party
 November 13 – 15: Pizzazz Show & Sale
 November 23 – 27: Strathcona High School One Act Plays, PCL Studio
 November 26: FTA presents Project Whooping Crane (runs till December 6th)
 November 30: FTA Lottery for 2010 Festival spots

December 2009
 No public events booked at this time.
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